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In Gdansk, Poland, Solidarity leader 

Lech Walesa listens on Radio Free Europe 
as his wife Danuta, in Oslo, accepts his 
Nobel Prize for Peace. The ceremonies took 
place in December 1983. 


n the course of an average week, Radio 

Free Europe reaches an estimated 38 
million people in Eastern Europe. Radio 
Liberty, its sister station, reaches more than 15 
million people in the USSR and the Baltic 
States. 


This vital service brings to Eastern Europeans 
and to Soviet citizens uncensored news that is 
unavailable in their own government-controlled 
media. 


RFE/RL broadcasts international news and 
commentary. as well as news about domestic 
and regional developments of direct concern to 
the listeners. 


From RFE/RL, Poles learn of the struggles of 
their trade union movement, Russians listen to 
the reading of a forbidden novel, Romanians 
hear of an earthquake in their own capital. (In 
a communist-run closed society, even news of 
natural disasters may be censored.) 


RFE/RL keeps people in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union informed by broadcasting 
more than 1,040 hours weekly in six languages 
spoken in Eastern Europe and 15 languages 
spoken in the Soviet Union and the Baltic 
States. The broadcasts go out from 46 
transmitters over as many as 90 frequencies. 
RFE broadcasts more hours than any Western 
station to Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary. 
Poland and Romania, RL more hours than any 
Western station to the USSR. It is a unique role. 


The primary mission of the other major 
Western stations that broadcast to Eastern 


Ninety percent of RFE/RL’s programs are produced at 
the Munich headquarters, where 1,000 of the 
organization's 1,700 employees are located. 


Europe and the USSR is to promote an 
understanding of the sponsoring countries and 
their policies. 


RFE/RL, however, functions as a home service. 
It devotes particular attention to national 
concerns and to international developments 
that directly affect the nations of Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union. 


RFE/RL, Inc. has its headquarters in Munich, 
where about a thousand of its 1,700 employees 
are located. It is there that some 90 percent of 
its programs are produced. News and 
programming bureaus are maintained in New 
York, Washington, London, Paris. Brussels, 
Bonn and Rome. 


History 


Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty were 
founded in 1950 and 1951. respectively. as 
independent broadcasting stations. They 
originally received the bulk of their financing 
from the U.S. Government, channeled through 
the CIA. 


In 1971, however, all connections with the CIA 
were severed, and the stations were temporarily 
financed through the U.S. State Department 
pending their reorganization by the Congress. 


The Board for International Broadcasting (BIB) 
Act of 1973 established the present structure, 


The Central News Room receives reports totaling a 
million and a half words a day and channels them to 
the 21 different language services. 


which is designed to ensure RFE/RL’s editorial 
independence within the broad guidelines 
authorized in the basic legislation. 


The function of the BIB is to act as the conduit 
and auditor of funds appropriated by the 
Congress for RFE/RL’s support and to assure 
responsibility to the Congress for general 
oversight of its operations. 


The BIB is a bipartisan board. Its members are 
nominated by the President of the United States 
and are subject to Senate confirmation. 


Following a 1982 amendment to the BIB Act, 
the BIB serves concurrently as the membership 
of the Board of RFE/RL, Inc. 


Mission 


In pursuit of its basic purpose of promoting the 
right of freedom of opinion and expression, 
RFE/RL practices independent, professionally 
competent and responsible broadcast journalism. 
It provides uncensored news and information 
on domestic and relevant world affairs and 
conveys a broad spectrum of ideas to audiences 
whose governments attempt to exercise a 
monopoly of information. 


By challenging the monopoly, RFE/RL helps to 
prevent the manipulation of societies in ways 
hostile to U.S. interests and to world peace. 


RFE/RL is committed to a respect for human 
rights and to the principles of democracy, 
including freedom of opinion, the rule of law 
and freedom of religious faith. 


In fulfilling its mission, RFE/RL is enjoined by 
the Congress to maintain its professional 
independence and integrity while operating “in 
a manner not inconsistent with the broad 
foreign policy objectives of the United States.” 


The Languages 


Radio Free Europe broadcasts in six languages 
to five East European countries: 


Approximate 
daily hours 


Bulgarians... os csc ee 8 

@zechiand Slovaka- =) ee 21% 
FURS OPO oe ne no ee 18% 
POMS ccs Sek 2 oh i eee 19% 
ROMAHION. «4 tess ee 12% 


Master Control is the technical heart of RFE/RL. 
Every broadcast word goes through here to short-wave 
transmitters in West Germany, Spain and Portugal. 


Radio Liberty broadcasts in 15 languages to the 
Soviet Union and the Baltic States: 


Approximate 
daily hours 


Slavic 
TRUEST OID Sa Ot Mo OE ee en 24 
WK GINIGI Re ee an ee 10 
IBCIONUSSTOTURE forte REE cL es s 
Caucasian: 
PATINCNLON ee ee es ee J 
PAZ ET T Pe Te Sete ee ee SO he 4 
GCO/CIOH Pe ee ee aR ge 3 
Baltic: 
LESIONIO No ert ate a RE eee 3 
TE OLVICT Sas gh ipie, Uae Re hn a 3 
IEA IVT IGT oho Sole Oe Seon Merate rn 5} 
ROLGT=BASH KIRN ew ia See hye ee J 
Turkic: 
KZ KURI EAE SCS coe 3 
ULE IZ air, Seine aa ae ERR Beh 1 
OC Pe Pao eee ee ne ORE es, 1% 
ELT VILCT DM COR ee ee eae ee Ae eh ce 1 
UZ De Ke ree ae a ere, Tea oar, 3% 


Languages in the Turkic group are spoken in 
the Soviet Central Asian republics with a 
primarily Moslem population. 


RUMANIAN 


“ @zeCHOSLOVA 


HUNGARIAN - 


Programming 
NEWS 


In all languages. RFE/RL programs begin with 
the news. Indeed. to a large extent the entire 
program schedule aims to meet the acute 
hunger of East European and Soviet listeners 
for objective. uncensored, up-to-the-minute facts 
and information. News permeates nearly all 
aspects of RFE/RL programming. Much feature 
programming derives from current events and 
can be described as news-in-depth. 


The hourly newscast—ten minutes on the hour 
updated every hour—is the keystone of the daily 
schedule of the major services. RFE/RL’s 
Central News Division processes more than a 
million and a half words a day of incoming 
material. 


Sources of information include the five major 
international news agencies; leading West 
European as well as U.S. press. radio and TV 
coverage; specialized field correspondents in the 
seven RFE/RL news bureaus and part-time 
correspondents elsewhere; daylong monitoring 
of East European and Soviet radio stations, wire 
services, newspapers and other periodicals. 
including independent and uncensored 
(samizdat) publications; and a unique corps of 


Directors of RFE and RL meet every morning with 
heads of 21 different nationality services. They discuss 
the day's important stories. 

TE AR. SINR 


area research specialists who assist professional 
news editors in backgrounding and analyzing 
this torrent of information. 


RESEARCH 


In reporting and examining developments 
inside Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. 
members of RFE/RL’s research staffs scrutinize 
a vast amount of raw material. Relevant 
information is transferred onto subject cards 
and filed according to a cataloguing system for 
quick retrieval. 


The research facility, which includes a 102,000- 
volume library. is the largest private research 
center in the West for Soviet and East 
European affairs. 


RFE/RL’s analysts produce papers on all 
aspects of life inside and related to the countries 
to which the broadcasts are beamed. These are 
designed primarily for programming support, 
but they also are distributed to some 1.500 paid 
subscribers around the world. 


Since RFE/RL acts as a surrogate home service 
for tightly censored societies, particular 
attention is paid to such matters as correcting 
the historical record, reading banned authors, 
religious programming to counter official 
repression of religion, and publicizing news 
about dissidents. The paramount focus is on the 
domestic affairs of the audience concerned and 
on “cross-reporting” on other communist-ruled 
societies. 


In “cross-reporting,” for example, RFE/RL 
listeners are kept informed of Solidarity 
developments in Poland, economic reforms in 
Hungary and ideological developments in West 
European communist parties. 


For the various nationalities of the Soviet 
Union, cross-reporting includes coverage of 
events in other, often distant parts of the USSR. 
as well as in other communist countries. 


In addition to programs that combine news-in- 
depth, analysis and press commentary. RFE/RL 
broadcasts regular feature series covering 
cultural, economic, scientific, social, historical 
and religious issues. 


Audience 


RFE/RL maintains specialized offices that 
measure audience size, preferences and 
reactions on a continuing, year-round basis, 
using independent, private institutions in the 
West to assemble the information. 


The latest findings indicate that RFE/RL 
commands an impressive audience despite 
jamming. For example, over 60 percent of the 
adult population of Poland tunes in at least 
once a week. RFE/RL’s broadcasts are jammed 
heavily in Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Poland 
and the Soviet Union. Broadcast audibility 
varies, dependent on jamming intensity and 
propagation conditions. 


Transmitters 


RFE/RL’s 46 transmitters are located in 
Germany, Portugal and Spain, with total power 
of about 7,500 kilowatts, broadcasting over as 
many as 90 frequencies. 


Vladimir Bukovsky (left), well-known Soviet dissident, 
is interviewed by Radio Liberty Director George Bailey. 
Such interviews form part of RFE/RL’s regular 
programming. 


| *OD er 
“Everyone has the right of freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers.” 


Universal Declaration of Human Rights 


For further information, write or telephone: 


Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Inc. 
1201 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20036 

Tel: (202) 457-6900 


or 


Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Inc. 
New York Programming Center 

1775 Broadway 

New York, N.Y. 10019 

Tel: (212) 397-5300 


In Europe: 


Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Inc. 
Oettingenstrasse 67 

Am Englischen Garten 

8000 Munich 22, Germany 

Tel: 21020 
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TRANSMITTING SITES LANGUAGES 
B= BIBLIS, GERMANY AR = ARMENIAN GE = GEORGIAN RO = ROMANIAN biceeecteae | mOUNDAYS® ONLY 
G = GLORIA, PORTUGAL AZ = AZERBAIJANI HU = HUNGARIAN RU = RUSSIAN — MONDAYS THROUGH FRIDAYS ONLY 
H= HOLZKIRCHEN, GERMANY BR = BELORUSSIAN LA = LATVIAN TB = TATAR BASHKIR 
L= LAMPERTHEIM, GERMANY BU = BULGARIAN LI = LITHUANIAN Tl = TURKESTANI 
P= PLAYA DE PALS , SPAIN CS = CZECHOSLOVAKIAN PO = POLISH UK = UKRAINIAN 


ES = ESTONIAN 
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